
 

Margie Martinez has deep roots in both the 

Southwest Valley and the restaurant business. 

Margie’s grandfather was a farmworker for 

Goodyear Farms and lived in Camp 52 near 

Indian School and Litchfield Road. Like Margie, 

her father was born in Litchfield Park. Both of 

Margie’s parents were involved in the 

restaurants business. Her grandmother started 

the first Mexican restaurant in Buckeye, and her 

dad founded the Oasis Tavern on Old Yuma Road 

between Goodyear and Buckeye. 

After school, Margie would get off the bus at the 

Oasis and help her parents. Her sister and two 

brothers would also help. In the 1970s, Margie’s 

parents shifted gears, closed the Oasis, and 

opened Arturo’s Restaurant in Goodyear on Van 

Buren. Margie’s mom, Jennie cooked Sonoran 

style dishes from her mother’s recipes.  

In the 1980s, Margie also shifted gears and went 

to work for the Post Office. 

To Margie Martinez, Mexican food is a 

family tradition 
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La Loma Grille owner,  

Margie Martinez 

 She worked at various offices in the South-

west Valley and ended up at the Litchfield 

Park Post Office. She still helped at Arturo’s 

for special occasions and filling in. She 

couldn’t stay away. In 2003, she opened the 

La Loma Grille on the Southwest corner of 

Litchfield and Camelback. 
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S H O P  T H E  P A R K   

Farmer’s Market on the Wigwam Lawn 

Art, Food and Gardening demonstrations 

Every Sunday from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm 

Museum/Gift Shop Hours 

Wednesday, Thursday & Friday          

10:00 am—4:00 pm 

& by appointment—call 623-535-4414 

13912 W. Camelback Road 

Family Feeder Special $24.99 

16 Square Slices 

Choice of 2 Appetizers 

Cheesy Bread 

Bread Sticks 

Pepperoni Rolls 

House Salad 

Wigwam Creek Shopping Ctr, Dysart & Indian School 623-340-0321 

 

 

This free event is held at the Litchfield Park Town Center from 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Bring the entire family for this fun-packed day! 
The craft show begins at 9 a.m.; the parade starts at 10 a.m. 
complete with marching bands, drill teams and floats. The day 
includes real snow, visits with Santa and live entertainment! 

Christmas in the Park, Sat. Dec. 13 



Baskin Robbins 

Located at the Wigwam Creek Shopping Center 

Dysart and Indian School 

Wigwam Creek Shopping Ctr, Dysart & Indian School 623-340-0321 

(La Loma Grille, Continued from Page One) 

The La Loma Grille is modeled after her parent’s             res-

taurants, serving traditional Mexican cuisine from    Sonora. 

Her signature recipes are those from her mother. One of 

those special dishes is the pachanga. It is like a chimichanga 

with specially prepared ground beef and cheese, only better. 

Another special dish is Tijuana style carnitas inspired by 

Margie and her mother’s trips to San Diego and Tijuana. This 

dish involves grilled pork with a side of yellow onions, toma-

toes and cilantro, topped with creamy guacamole. 

Margie describes her restaurant as “old school”.  Many of 

her customers were those of her parents at the Oasis and 

Arturo’s’. Young men and women with their families from 

Luke AFB are also a loyal base of customers. She prepares 

her dishes mostly by hand, just the way her mother did. 

Margie also prepares tamales for the holidays. Some years 

they make over 100 dozen.  Those traditions are very im-

portant to her.   

If you are ready for authentic Mexican cuisine, try the   tradi-

tional flavors from Sonora at the La Loma Grille. 
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Shop the Park is a publication of the City of Litchfield Park, AZ  Economic Development program. Any input or questions 

should be directed to Jim Rumpeltes, 623-640-3778 or jrumpeltes@litchfield-park.org. 

 

 

Litchfield Park Pool Services 

 

Peoria Artisan Brewery 

Park Cafe 

https://www.edwardjones.com/en_US/index.html
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