
City of Litchfield Park
Town Hall Meeting

January 21, 2012
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Town Hall Schedule
January 21, 2012

• 9:00  Welcome & Introductions
• 9:15  State of the City–Mayor Schoaf
• 10:00  Introductions & Staff Reports
• 10:15  Council Reports
• 10:30  Adjournment of Business Meeting
• 10:30‐11:00  Outdoor “Break‐Out” Sessions
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City of Litchfield Park

Welcome
Mayor Thomas L. Schoaf

~ City Mission Statement ~
Together, through responsible government and 
citizen involvement, we will enhance the City of 

Litchfield Park while preserving the City's 
unique beauty, heritage and community values 

fostered by our founder, Paul Litchfield.
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City Council Members

* Tom Schoaf (Mayor) * Diane Landis 
* Paul Faith (Vice Mayor) * Peter Mahoney
* Tim Blake * John Romack

* Paul Stucky

Council Meetings are held on the 3rd Wednesday of 
each month at the Library and begin at 7:00 p.m.
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Citizen 

Commissions & 
Boards

City of Litchfield Park
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Planning and Zoning 
Commission

 Richard Vasiloff (Chair)

 J. Woodfin “Woody” Thomas (Vice Chair)

 Brenda Dickson (Board of Appeals Alternate)

 Jeff Raible

 Frank Ross

 Brenda Searle-Sung (DRB/BOA Rep)

 Edward White
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Recreation and Public 
Grounds Commission

 Rocky Cocchiola (Chair)

 JoAnn Dun (Vice Chair) (Tree Board)

 Kyle Addington (Beautification & Tree Board)

 Robin Inskeep (Beautification & Tree Board)

 Kevin Lyons (Tree Board)

 Andi Phillips (Beautification)

 David Schwake (Beautification & Tree Board)

 Lisa Wolfe (Beautification)
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Design Review Board (DRB) / 
Board of Adjustment (BOA)

Board of Appeals

 Susan Charnetsky (Chair DRB, Vice Chair BOA)

 David Ledyard (Chair BOA, Vice Chair DRB)

 John Romack (Council Rep)

 Brenda Searle-Sung (P & Z Commission Rep)

 Donn Wooldridge
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Industrial Development 
Authority Board

 John Manobianco (President)

 Todd Kinney (Vice President)

 Robert Slagle (Secretary)

 John Wenzlau 

 Michael Yates (Treasurer)
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City of Litchfield Park

STATE OF THE CITY

presented by

Mayor Thomas L. Schoaf
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2011 in Review

• Recreation Center Basketball Court 
Renovation

• F.B. Litchfield Library Renovations
• APS Peak Solutions
• Patriot All‐American Golf 
Tournament at the Wigwam
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2011 in Review (cont’d)

• Litchfield Park Economic 
Development

• State Legislation Action
• Crane Plume
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Recreation Center Basketball 
Court Renovation

• Sprite® Spark Parks Award ‐ $35,000
• New court surface, improved lighting, new 
rims and backboards

• New bleachers with the assistance of 
Kiwanis of Litchfield
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F.B. Litchfield Memorial Library 
Renovations

• $161,000 in improvements
• Paint
• Carpet
• Customer Service desk
• Computer Upgrades
• Children’s Tables/Seating
• Children’s Playbox
• $124,000:  Maricopa County Library District
• $37,000:  Litchfield Park Library Association
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APS Peak Solutions

• Load Control Demand Response Program.
• Reduce electricity usage during peak times.
• City of Litchfield Park received $2,662 for its 
participation in reducing electricity usage at City 
Hall, Recreation Center and the lake pump.

• Conserved enough energy to run 8,000 homes for 
a day.
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Patriot All‐American Golf 
Tournament at the Wigwam

• December 26‐30, 2011.
• 83 nationally recognized collegiate golfers.
• Combined effort of the Arizona Golf Association, the 
Golf Coaches Association of America and the Wigwam.
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Patriot All‐American Golf Tournament at 
the Wigwam (Cont.)

• Each player received a golf bag at the Opening 
Ceremony with the name and branch of  
service of a fallen or disabled military member 
who they represented at the tournament.

• ESPN coverage.
• An auction of the golf bags raised funds for 
the Folds of Honor Foundation.

• U.S. PGA and R&A (Royal & Ancient‐Europe 
PGA) issued an “A” rating for the tournament, 
which is an exceptional recognition. 18



Patriot All‐American 
Golf Tournament at 

the Wigwam
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Litchfield Park Economic 
Development

• Economic Development page on website includes:
– Development Map
– Available Parcels Information
– Zoning Code/City Code
– Building Guidelines
– Traffic Counts

• Three (3) reasons to build in Litchfield Park
1. Third highest Median Household Income in the State
2. No local property tax
3. No development/impact fees
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Economic 
Development 
Web Page
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State Legislation Action
• Recent legislation action which impacted 
Litchfield Park budget:
1. Arizona Department of Water Resources 

assessment of $6,822 (unfunded mandate).
2. “Sweeping” of Local Transportation Assistance 

Fund (LTAF) loss of approximately $21,000.
3. SB1598 mandates of building and code 

compliance inspections; cost to City budget ‐
approximately $12,000.  State’s attempt to 
control and micro‐manage City departments.
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State Legislation Action (cont.)

Be informed of 
legislation action at 
the State level by 
subscribing to the 
E‐Services‐Notify Me‐
“Legislative Updates” 
on the City’s website
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Phoenix‐Goodyear Airport North 
Superfund Site

• Key Events – 2011
–On‐going monitoring shows that City drinking 
water supply wells (Liberty/LPSCO Water) 
continue to be outside the plume area.

–On‐going monitoring shows that Tierra Verde 
Lake continues to be outside the plume area.

– Injection of treated water was initiated to 
prevent movement to the east across Dysart.
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Phoenix‐Goodyear Airport North 
Superfund Site (cont.)

• Key Events – 2011
– No expansion on the plume in the northeast 
portion of the Site observed in 2011.

– Challenges remain in the northwest portion of the 
Site. 

• New treatment coming on line was EA‐08. 
• Decision on injection.

– Plume definition activities continued:
• 9 new Subunit A monitoring wells installed.
• 3 new Subunit C monitoring wells installed.
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Looking Ahead to 2012
• City Finances
• Crane Plume
• Litchfield Elementary School   
Construction and Ballfield Renovation

• F‐35 at Luke Air Force Base
• Pedestrian Underpass
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Looking Ahead to 2012 (cont.)
• Kabuto Parcels and Dragon & Crane 
Parcels 

• Scout Park
• City Elections
• “Rebranding” of Litchfield Park in 2012
• Wigwam Amateur Championship and 
City of Litchfield Park Championship

27



City Finances
• Council and City Staff have worked together to 
reduce expenses while maintaining the high 
level of services to the community.
Cash Balances

• Beginning of Year (July 2011) = $4.5 Million
• Year End Estimate (June 2012) = $3.7 Million 
(based on current year end estimates)

• Finance Director, Ben Ronquillo, will present a 
Financial Update.
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Phoenix‐Goodyear Airport North 
Superfund Site

Goal #1:  Contain the plume contamination
Goal #2:  Reduce the size of the plume
Goal #3:  Clean up the contamination

• Continue to monitor the plume contamination 
and its boundaries. 

• Improved treatment and injection at main site.
• Study additional treatment measures to shorten 
time to remediate.

Major Action Items – 2012
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Phoenix‐Goodyear Airport North 
Superfund Site (cont.)

Major Action Items – 2012 (cont.)
– Evaluation and selection of a final end use for 
remediated water at the new EA‐08 treatment 
system.

– Completion of a comprehensive evaluation of 
the effectiveness of groundwater remedies.

– How to decrease area of plume.

30



New 
Injection 
Wells

New 
ExtractionWell
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Litchfield Elementary 
School Construction and 

Ballfield Renovations
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Litchfield Elementary School
Construction and Ballfield Renovation

• New kitchen currently under construction
• Demolition of gymnasium, kitchen/cafeteria and 
administration wing – summer, 2012

• Construction of replacement facilities to 
commence –fall, 2012

• Portable classroom building and classroom 
building 900 to be removed ‐ summer, 2013
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Ballfield Renovation
Litchfield Park Little League, led by Mike Hirth, Litchfield Park 
Little League President, renovated the ballfields using Chase 

Field (BOB) sod and installed a new irrigation system.

Before

With new sod
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35W.C. Scoutten, Inc. Municipal Engineers and Planners

PEDESTRIAN UNDERPASS
Under Litchfield Road at Wigwam Boulevard
ADOT Administered $2.9 million project

PROJECT DEVELOPMENT STATUS REPORT – JANUARY 21, 2012
35



• ADOT administered $2.9 million project
• $2.4 Million in MAG administered funds
• City cost = approximately $500,000
• February, 2012 – Advertisement of bids by ADOT
• March, 2012 – ADOT receives bids
• April/May, 2012 – Start construction
• December, 2012/January, 2013 – Earliest 

completion of construction

Future Steps

WHAT HAPPENS NEXT ?
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F‐35 at Luke Air Force Base

• Luke Air Force Base (AFB) is a significant part 
of the Valley’s economy ($2 billion)

• Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) 
for basing F‐35A training aircraft released 
January 2012
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F‐35 Luke Air Force Base (cont.)

• EIS analyzes the potential environmental 
consequences of a U.S. Air Force proposal to 
base a Pilot Training Center with F‐35A 
Lightning II aircraft at one of four bases
1. Boise Air Terminal Airport Air Guard Station 

(Idaho)
2. Holloman AFB (New Mexico)
3. Luke AFB (Arizona)
4. Tucson International Airport Guard Station (AZ)
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F‐35 Luke Air Force Base (cont.)

• The Air Force will hold several public hearings 
on the Draft EIS throughout the “region of 
influence” in February, 2012.  Specific hearing 
dates, times and locations will be announced 
shortly.
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Kabuto Parcels and 
Dragon & Crane Parcels
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Scout Park 
Owned by Dragon and Crane
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Scout Park

• This parcel of 5.6 acres (known as Scout Park) 
is in the City’s Specific Plan and General Plan 
as a park.

• Council has been consistent in its desire for 
Scout Park to remain a park.

• Since June, 2010, Council has met 23 times to 
discuss the acquisition of Scout Park and 
review its options.
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Scout Park (cont.)
Timeline Highlights

• December, 2009:  JDM Partners acquire The 
Wigwam through the U.S. Bankruptcy Court.

• January, 2010:  City communicates with 
Kabuto regarding the acquisition of Scout 
Park; noting that Kabuto had promised the 
City and its residents that it would donate 
Scout Park to the City in the future.
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Scout Park (cont.)
• March, 2010:  City negotiates an agreement 
with Kabuto for the maintenance and repair of 
Scout Park in exchange for use by the public.

• March‐May, 2010:  City expenditures (approx. 
$15,000) on Scout Park

‐ Irrigation repairs ‐ Remodel of bollards
‐ APS power ‐ Electrical pedestal repair
‐ Liberty/LPSCO water   ‐Water service hook‐up fee
‐ Booster pump repairs    ‐ Tree trimming
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Scout Park (cont.)

• May, 2010:  The Wigwam reaches an 
agreement with Kabuto to mow Scout Park in 
exchange for the use of a vacant lot for 
construction parking.

• September, 2010:  Mayor sends letter to 
Kabuto’s attorney summarizing the history of 
Scout Park and requests the donation of the 
park to the City as was promised by Kabuto in 
the past.
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Scout Park (cont.)
• July, 2010‐June, 2011:  City expenditures of 
approximately $20,000 for water and 
electricity at Scout Park.

• November, 2010:  City Attorney and City 
Manager authorize the appraisal of the Scout 
Park parcel for purposes of acquisition.

• January, 2011:  In his continued 
communication with Kabuto’s attorney, City 
Manager negotiates terms for the purchase of 
Scout Park, based on appraisals received.
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Scout Park (cont.)
• February‐April, 2011:  Kabuto attorney and City 
Manager reach a tentative agreement on the 
terms for the acquisition of Scout Park for 
$200,000.

• May 12, 2011:  Vice Mayor Faith and City 
Manager meet with Kabuto representatives in 
San Francisco to discuss the terms of the 
tentative agreement to acquire Scout Park.
– Kabuto’s president asserts that he did not authorize 
the terms of the tentative agreement and stated that 
the sale price for Scout Park is $450,000.
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Scout Park (cont.)

• May 19, 2011:  City Manager sends letter to 
Kabuto’s attorney with new terms for the 
acquisition:  $275,000 for Scout Park and 
pathway leading to underpass.

• June, 2011:  Kabuto attorney advises City 
Manager that the City’s terms of purchase are 
unacceptable to Kabuto.

• August, 2011:  City cancels its water account 
at Scout Park and advises Kabuto of the same.

48



Scout Park (cont.)

• August 31, 2011:  Dragon & Crane acquires 
Scout Park from Kabuto for $250,000.

• September, 2011:  City Manager notifies 
Dragon & Crane of the City’s interest in 
acquiring Scout Park.

• October, 2011:  City Attorney and City 
Manager authorize updating of appraisals for 
Scout Park.
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Scout Park (cont.)

• November, 2011:  Dragon & Crane sends letter 
advising City Manager that Scout Park is not 
for sale at this time.

• December 16, 2011:  City Manager sends 
letter asking for reconsideration of purchasing 
or leasing Scout Park.
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Scout Park (cont.)

• December 29, 2011:  Dragon and Crane sends 
letter to City Manager stating that it would sell 
Scout Park at a “minimum of $300,000 per 
acre.”  This equates to a minimum of $1.7 
million.

• January 18, 2012:  City Council met in 
Executive Session to review its options in 
acquiring Scout Park.
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City Elections

• Election of three (3) Council Members

• Primary Election – March 13, 2012

• General Election – May 15, 2012
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“Rebranding” of Litchfield Park

• For the past two years, Council has provided 
Staff with information on “rebranding” of 
cities throughout the USA.  This information 
started the initiative.
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“Rebranding” of Litchfield Park (cont.)
• May, 2011:  Council agenda includes report 
from the City Manager that, per the Mayor’s 
suggestion, Staff developed an Economic 
Development page on the City website; which 
included:

available building space
parcels
contact information
zoning regulations
traffic counts
demographics 54



“Rebranding” of Litchfield Park (cont.)

• May, 2011:  City develops a “Welcome to 
Litchfield Park” packet for businesses.

• June, 2011:  Council budgeted $5,000 for 
Economic Development and “rebranding” of 
Litchfield Park.
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“Rebranding” of Litchfield Park (cont.)
• August, 2011: Council agenda includes report 
from the City Manager ‐

“Rebranding of Litchfield Park”
1. Improved Economic Development pages on 

website.
2. New tagline for promotional/marketing 

purposes.
3. City logo.
4. Website upgrades to be more user friendly 

and add new interactive tools. 56



“Rebranding” of Litchfield Park (cont.)
• September, 2011:  Contracted with design 
professional Fisher Phx, which designed the 
following well known logos:

The Wigwam
Tickets.com
Phoenix Zoo
Simon Med
Arizona Diamondbacks
Phoenix Mercury
Arizona Rattlers
Phoenix Suns
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“Rebranding” of Litchfield Park (cont.)
• December, 2011:  Fisher Phx offers designs for 
marketing and economic development efforts.

• Currently:  Staff working to compile a draft 
rebranding package, which includes new 
website design.

• April, 2012:  Tentative date to present 
proposed rebranding package to Council.
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Wigwam Amateur Championship & 
City of Litchfield Park 

Championship
May 4 – 5, 2012

• Replaces Friends of Rec Golf Tournament
• Fundraiser for Friends of Rec
• More information available at Recreation 
table display
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City of Litchfield Park

Introduction of 
City Staff

Darryl H. Crossman
City Manager
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STAFF
Sonny Culbreth, Assistant City Manager

Community and Recreation Services
‐ Sonny Culbreth, Director
‐ Mary Liotta, Aquatics Manager
‐ Chris Weaver, Office Manager / Media Communications
‐ Franz Fuhrmann, Youth and Sports Coordinator
‐ Pat McCoy, Youth and Sports Program Assistant
‐

Field Operations (Building Safety and Public Works)
‐ Chuck Ransom, Director
‐ Terri Roth, Executive Assistant
‐ John Rae, Building Inspector
‐ Lynn Webb,  Code Enforcement Officer
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STAFF
City Clerk’s Office

‐ Mary Rose Evans, City Clerk
‐ Jennifer Peña, Deputy City Clerk/Intergovernmental Relations
‐ Sandra Klingensmith, Administrative Assistant/Records
‐ Carolyn Schenk, Administrative Assistant

Planning

‐ Mike Cartsonis, City Planner
‐ Pam Maslowski, Planning Services Coordinator
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STAFF
Legal Services

‐ Susan Goodwin, City Attorney
‐ David Ledyard, City Prosecutor

Finance
‐ Ben Ronquillo, Finance Director
‐ Rosa Juarez, Accounting Clerk
‐ Kim Edwards, Administrative Assistant

Human Resources
‐ Carolyn Sellmeyer, Human Resources Administrator 
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STAFF
Magistrate Court

‐ Hon. Craig Ring, Presiding Judge
‐ Sherry Schantz, Court Clerk
‐ Darlene Stearns, Assistant Court Clerk

Public Safety Services
‐ Captain Randy Brice, Maricopa County Sheriff’s Office
‐ Chief Mark Gaillard, Goodyear Fire Department

Engineering
‐ Woody Scoutten, City Engineer
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City of Litchfield Park

Fiscal Update
presented by

Benjamin Ronquillo

Finance Director
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Primary Revenues – by Source (%)
Fiscal Year 2011
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Total Revenues – All Funds
Last 5 Fiscal Years
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City Sales & Use Tax Revenues
Last 5 Fiscal Years
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Total Revenue vs. Total Expense
Last 5 Fiscal Years

FY 2011 Totals
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FY 2012 Approved Budget 
vs.

Year End Estimates
• Budgeted Expenditures – $7.1 Million

– Operating ‐ $6.3 Million
– Capital Projects ‐ $750,000

• Budgeted Revenues ‐ $5.9 Million

• Budgeted Cash Reserves for  Operations and 
Capital Projects ‐ $1.1 Million

– $750,000 for Capital Projects
– $450,000 for Operations

• Estimated Expenditures – $6.9 
Million

– Operating - $6.2 Million

– Capital Projects - $750,000

• Estimated Revenues - $6.1 Million 

• Estimated Cash Reserves for  
Operations and Capital Projects -
$800,000

– $750,000 for Capital Projects

– $50,000 for Operations
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Total Revenue vs. Total Expense
July‐December – Last 5 Years
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$2,888,028 

$2,962,323 

$2,754,522 

 $2,000,000

 $2,500,000

 $3,000,000

 $3,500,000

 $4,000,000

 $4,500,000

 $5,000,000

 $5,500,000

DEC 2007 DEC 2008 DEC  2009 DEC 2010 DEC 2011

Total Revenues All Funds Total Expenses All Funds Operating Expenses (CIP Excluded)



Council Remarks
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City of Litchfield Park

Thank You for Your 
Attendance
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