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Town Hall Schedule
 January 23, 2010

• 9:00 Welcome & Introductions
• 9:15 State of the City–Mayor Schoaf
• 9:30 Introductions & Staff Reports
• 10:00 Citizen Input 
• 10:30 Adjournment of Business Meeting
• 10:30 “Break-Out” Sessions
• 11:00 Completion of Town Hall Meeting
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City of Litchfield Park

Welcome
Mayor Thomas L. Schoaf

~ City Mission Statement ~
Together, through responsible government 
and citizen involvement, we will enhance 
the City of Litchfield Park while preserving 

the City's unique beauty, heritage and 
community values fostered by our founder, 

Paul Litchfield.
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City Council Members

* Tim Blake
 

* Peter Mahoney
* Marcie Ellis

 
* John Romack

* Paul Faith
 

(Vice Mayor)

 

* Tom Schoaf (Mayor)

* Paul Stucky

Council Meetings are held on the 1st

 

and 3rd

 

Wednesday 
of each month at the Library and begin at 7:00 p.m.
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Citizen 

Commissions & 
Boards

City of Litchfield Park
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Planning and Zoning 
Commission

David Ellis (Chair)

Richard Vasiloff (Vice Chair)

Diane Fox

Jeff Gibbs

Michael Kearns

J. Woodfin “Woody” Thomas

Susan Van Duyn (DRB/BOA Rep)
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Recreation, Arts and Parks 
Commission

Rocky Cocchiola (Chair)

Andrea Phillips (Vice Chair)

Kyle Addington

James Handley, Jr.

John Mullen

David Schwake

Lisa Wolfe
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Cityscape Commission

JoAnn Dun (Chair)

Rich Crabb (Vice Chair)

Mary Dickson

Robin Inskeep

Hank Reed
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Beautification Committee

Robin Inskeep (Chair)

Jeff Raible (Vice Chair)

Kyle Addington 

Mary Dickson

Lynn Webb (Staff Liaison)
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Design Review Board (DRB) / 
Board of Adjustment (BOA)

Susan Charnetsky (Chair DRB, Vice Chair BOA)

David Ledyard (Chair BOA, Vice Chair DRB)

John Romack (Council Rep)

Susan Van Duyn (P & Z Commission Rep)

Donn Wooldridge
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Industrial Development 
Authority Board

Leo Brennan (President)

John Manobianco (Secretary)

Matthew Schoaf

Robert Slagle (Vice President)

John Wenzlau (Treasurer)
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City of Litchfield Park

State of the City
presented by

Mayor Thomas L. Schoaf



13

City Topics

• MCSO “R U OK?” Program
• Wigwam Golf Resort and Spa
• Luke Forward
• Arizona Motorsports Park
• Candidates Forum
• City Hall Complex Development
• Crane Plume
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Maricopa County Sherriff’s Office
 ARE YOU OK?® 

Program
A new telephone reassurance program called 
“R U OK?” is being offered to our residents with 
special needs by MCSO.

Telephone assurance / wellness check.

MCSO provides service free.

Daily automated telephone calls.

Personal follow-up if no contact.

Residents enroll in program.
RUOK?
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The Wigwam Golf 
Resort & Spa

• On December 7, 2009, The Wigwam Resort and 
Spa and the Biltmore golf courses were offered 
for sale/auction at the U.S. Bankruptcy Court.

• JDM Partners, LLC, created by Jerry Colangelo, 
David Eaton and Mel Schultz, was the only 
bidder and purchased the Kabuto assets for $45 
million.

• All three partners were present at the sale and 
indicated a sincere interest in working with the 
City and promoting The Wigwam Resort.
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Luke Forward
 Ready For The Future

Luke AFB

• Trained and graduated more than 55,000 fighter pilots since 1941. 

• Employs more than 8,000 - more than JP Morgan Chase, American 
Express or Arizona Public Service.

• Serves a population of more than 100,000 base personnel, military families 
and retirees.

• Its economic impact is estimated at $2.17 billion annually.

• Luke AFB immediate investment of $100-$125 million to support F-35.

• We should do everything possible to protect Luke AFB and our other 
military bases in Arizona.   

Show your support by registering at 
http://lukeforward.com/
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Luke Forward (Cont’d)
 Ready For The Future

• West Valley Partners
– 13 municipal and county governments - Avondale, Buckeye, Glendale, 

Gila Bend, Goodyear, Litchfield Park, Maricopa County, Peoria, Phoenix, 
Surprise, Tolleson, Wickenburg and Youngtown. 

– Appropriate federal and state representation to lobby for funding, 
legislation and awareness that will assist Luke Air Force Base achieve its 
mission, now and in the future:

• Runway improvement funding
• BMG Range funding
• FAA Special Traffic Rule - SATR

• West Valley Partners joined with Fighter Country Partnership to form Luke 
Forward 
– Provide accurate information about the future mission of training F-35 

fighter pilots and rally local support for basing the F-35 at Luke AFB
– Almost 15,000 residents have joined Luke Forward

• Consistent efforts over period of years to support Luke AFB is important factor



18

Arizona Motorsports Park
• AMP operated a racing facility on Camelback Rd. in 2003/2004 based upon 

a Special Use Permit issued by Maricopa County.

• Maricopa County revoked that Use Permit in 2004 based upon various 
reasons.

• Issue has been in the Courts since that time.
– AMP prevailed on the issue of whether the use permit could be revoked.
– Maricopa County prevailed on the issue of whether the track could be 

operated as a commercial venture.
– Neither side happy.

• Both sides appealed and the Appellate Court eventually let the rulings 
stand.

• Neither side is happy with that result.
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Arizona Motorsports Park
 

(Cont’d)

• In late 2006, the parties were negotiating a settlement of the dispute.
• The County set up a test to obtain noise data from the track so that any 

settlement could be based on scientific, measurable data.
• The County invited representatives from the community and AMP invited 

race participants who raced on the track for 1 day.
• During the race operations, the County

– Obtained noise data in the form of decibels from the track and multiple 
points around the community.

– Community representatives were taken to each of the noise monitoring 
sites to hear what the track sounded like.

– There were no calls from any member of the community at large even 
asking if the track was being operated – it was in the background.

• County and AMP are using that data to again attempt a settlement of the 
dispute which will allow the track to operate in a manner acceptable to the 
community.

• A public meeting was held in Litchfield Park on December 15. 2009
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Litchfield Park Candidates 
Forum

• February 16, 2010, at 7 p.m.
• Will be held at The Litchfield Park 

Elementary School
• Sponsored by the West Valley View 

Newspaper and the Southwest Valley 
Chamber of Commerce.
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City Hall Complex 
Development
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Site Plan

Future City Center Development
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City Hall Development Status

• Construction was originally planned to 
commence in the first quarter of 2009.

• Groundbreaking was postponed until the 
economy would support such a venture.

• It is now expected the project 
groundbreaking may begin this summer.



25

Crane Plume
 Background

• The Phoenix Goodyear Airport (PGA North) Superfund Site covers 
approximately 35 square miles in the City of Goodyear.

• Operations at the Unidynamics plant began in approximately 1963 
and consisted of developing and testing defense and aerospace 
equipment, systems and munitions.

• Chemicals, including trichloroethylene (TCE) and perchloric acid were 
used on the site and disposed of in 11 dry wells and 2 unlined 
oxidation ponds.  This resulted in significant contamination of the 
upper “A” groundwater level.  Our drinking water comes from the 
deeper “C” level. 

• Soil and groundwater cleanup efforts began at PGA North in 1994 
and expanded in 2008 when two new groundwater remediation 
systems north of I-10 became operational.
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Crane Plume Background (Cont’d)

• Groundwater samples indicate that the plume has not entered the 
City of Litchfield Park but cleanup efforts have not been successful 
in fully containing the plume South of Indian School, West of Dysart 
and East of Litchfield Road.

• Cities of Litchfield Park and Avondale jointly contracted with Clear 
Creek Associates, a hydro-geological consulting firm, to provide 
technical review and recommendations to each city regarding EPA 
directed measures.

• At this point our efforts are directed at accomplishing the following –
– Contain the plume south of Litchfield Park.
– Eliminate paths or conduits for the contamination to move from 

the “A” level to the “C” level.
– Add additional remediation stations to increase the ability to 

eliminate the contamination.
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Crane Plume
 In 2009

• Sampling of the City’s well was conducted on a monthly basis and 
water in Tierra Verde Lake was sampled on a semi-annual basis.  
Analytical results indicate no detectable levels of TCE or other solvent 
contamination above their respective action levels in the City’s well or 
in the Lake.

• The wells that supply drinking water to the residents of Litchfield Park 
are routinely tested by the Liberty Water Company and show no 
detectable levels of TCE or other solvents.

• Additional groundwater monitoring wells were installed in 2009, and 
will continue to be installed through 2010, in an effort to further 
characterize the plume at the Site.

• The City continues to work with EPA to ensure that all necessary 
measures are implemented to contain the plume and prevent 
migration into the City of Litchfield Park.



28

City of Litchfield Park

Opening Remarks
presented by

Darryl H. Crossman

City Manager
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STAFF
Sonny Culbreth, Assistant City Manager

Community and Recreation Services
- Sonny Culbreth, Director
- Mary Liotta, Aquatics Manager
- Chris Weaver, Office Manager / Channel 11 Coordinator
- Franz Fuhrmann, Youth and Sports Coordinator
- Pat McCoy, Youth and Sports Program Assistant
- Karyn Horst, Special Events Coordinator

Field Operations (Building Safety and Public Works)
- Chuck Ransom, Director
- Terri Roth, Executive Assistant
- John Rae, Building Inspector
- Lynn Webb,  Code Enforcement Officer
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STAFF
City Clerk’s Office

- Mary Rose Evans, City Clerk
- Jennifer Peña, Deputy City Clerk/Intergovernmental Relations
- Nancy Haupt, Administrative Assistant
- Sandra Klingensmith, Administrative Assistant
- Carolyn Schenk, Administrative Assistant

Planning
- Mike Cartsonis, City Planner
- Pam Maslowski, Planning Services Coordinator
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STAFF
Legal Services

- Susan Goodwin, City Attorney
- David Ledyard, City Prosecutor

Finance
- Ben Ronquillo, Finance Director
- Rosa Juarez, Accounting Clerk
- Kjersten Jimison, Administrative Assistant

Human Resources
- Carolyn Sellmeyer, Human Resources Administrator
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STAFF
Magistrate Court

- Hon. Craig Ring, Presiding Judge
- Sherry Schantz, Court Clerk
- Lisa Wiggins, Assistant Court Clerk

Public Safety Services
- Lieutenant Travis Anglin, Maricopa County Sheriff’s Office
- Chief Bob Bombiadi, Rural/Metro

Engineering
- Woody Scoutten, City Engineer



33

City of Litchfield Park

•
 

Fire and Emergency Services Update

•
 

Rancho La Loma Homestead 
Development

•
 

ARRA Road Projects

•
 

FY 2010 City Budget

Staff Reports



34

City of Litchfield Park

FIRE AND EMERGENCY 
SERVICES UPDATE

presented by

Darryl H. Crossman

City Manager
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Rural Metro Station that Currently 
Services Litchfield Park
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Background
• Currently, and since 1960, fire and emergency services to Litchfield 

Park properties are provided by Rural/Metro, a private for-profit 
corporation service provider.

• City of Litchfield Park had been exploring fire/emergency services 
alternatives for many years to bring certainty and stability.

• On December 19, 2007, following nearly 1½ years of discussions and 
negotiations, Litchfield Park City Council approved:

1. An Intergovernmental Agreement with the City of Avondale for 
the provision of fire/emergency services to Litchfield Park; and

2. A Land Lease Agreement with Maricopa County Community 
College for land to construct a public safety facility.

• The Fire/Emergency Services Agreement would have allowed 
Litchfield Park to become a member of the Regional Automatic Aid 
Consortium.
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Fire Service Status
• The joint service agreement for the provision of fire and emergency 

services has been jointly terminated by Avondale and Litchfield Park 
due to current budget restraints.

• The City of Avondale is proceeding with the building shell, but will 
hold off on the operations of the facility until funding becomes 
available.

• Rural/Metro will continue to provide service to Litchfield Park from its 
current location.

• Litchfield Park’s goal remains to provide municipal fire and 
emergency services to our residents.

• The Cities of Litchfield Park, Avondale and Goodyear will continue 
to explore partnership opportunities for the provision of fire and 
emergency services. 
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Rancho La Loma

Presented by:
Chuck Ransom, Director of Field Operations

City of Litchfield Park



39

La Loma Homestead
• The 20-acre homestead originally served as the 

residence of Paul and Florence Litchfield, and 
later the home of Wallace and Edith-Litchfield 
Denny.

• The Homestead property was offered as a gift to 
the City by the Denny family.

• Litchfield Park City Council accepted the gift on 
May 20, 2009, and is exploring partnerships for 
maintenance and operating expenses.

• The Council is dedicated to turning the 
Homestead into a resource for the residents of 
Litchfield Park and the West Valley.
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Existing Trees

• 276 Palm Trees

• 369 Various varieties of trees & shrubs
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• Condition of the property when the 
City accepted the gift on May 20, 2009



42

• Condition of property after the 
initial trimming in August 2009.
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Previous

Watering 

System
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New Irrigation System
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Future Renovations

Cottage No. 3
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Cottage No. 3
Foundation shifting 
Walls separating from exterior   
structure
Roof sagging and in need of repair
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Cottage No. 2
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Cottage No. 2 Rear
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Main House
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Garage
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Existing Bandstand 
& Plaza
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Improvements 
needed in 

Bandstand area
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Terrace No. 1

•

 

Uses were for 
watching sunsets and 
Sunrise Services
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Terrace 1
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Terrace No. 2
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Former Pool Site
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Before and After Photos
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View from 
Bandstand 

Looking South
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Looking East to 
Main House from 
South End of 

Bandstand Area
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Wildlife at La Loma Homestead
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Wildlife at La Loma Homestead
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Questions & Answers

All photos taken by Terri Roth.

Presentation prepared by Terri Roth



63

City of Litchfield Park

Fiscal Update
presented by

Benjamin Ronquillo

Finance Director
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Primary Revenues – by Source (%) 
Fiscal Year 2009

Building Permit / 
Plan Review Fees

2%

Interest Income
1%

Court Fines & 
Forfeitures

2%

Utility Franchise 
Fees
4%

Recreation, 
Community, & 
Special Event 

Services
8%

City Sales & 
Use Taxes

49%

State Shared 
Revenues

25%



65

Total Revenues – All Funds 
Last 5 Fiscal Years

$4,905,142.73

$5,885,079.06

$7,527,894.03

$6,386,217.01
$6,076,159.32

$-

$1,000,000.00

$2,000,000.00

$3,000,000.00

$4,000,000.00

$5,000,000.00

$6,000,000.00

$7,000,000.00

$8,000,000.00

FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009
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City Sales & Use Tax Revenues 
Last 5 Fiscal Years

$3,203,921

$4,110,305

$3,133,416
$3,003,188

$2,397,068

$-

$500,000

$1,000,000

$1,500,000

$2,000,000

$2,500,000

$3,000,000

$3,500,000

$4,000,000

$4,500,000

FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009
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Total Revenue vs. Total Expense 
Last 5 Fiscal Years

$6 Million 

$5.6 Million 

$5.2 Million 

$2,800,000
$3,300,000
$3,800,000
$4,300,000
$4,800,000
$5,300,000
$5,800,000
$6,300,000
$6,800,000
$7,300,000
$7,800,000
$8,300,000
$8,800,000
$9,300,000

JUN 2005 JUN 2006 JUN 2007 JUN 2008 JUN 2009

Total Revenues All Funds Total Expenses All Funds Operating Expenses (CIP Excluded)

FY 2009 Totals
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FY 2010 Approved Budget

• Estimated Revenues - $7.7 Million
• Includes $1.9 Million in Capital Project 

Grants/Reimbursements

• Estimated Cash Reserves for CIP 
Projects - $386K

• Estimated Expenditures – $8.1 Million
• Operating - $5.7 Million
• CIP / Special Project - $2.4 Million
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FY 2010 CIP / Special Projects 
Approved Budgets

• City Wall Improvements 
• Indian School Road - $700K

• Alleyway Improvements - $987K

• Wigwam Blvd Improvements 
• Neolin to Villa Nueva - $450K

• Litchfield Rd Improvements
• Camelback to Missouri - $300K
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Primary Revenues – Year-to-Date by Source (%) 
July-December 2009

Recreation, 
Community & 
Event Svcs

7%

Court Fines & 
Forfeitures

1%

Building Permit / 
Plan Review Fees

3%

Utility Franchise 
Fees

3%

State Shared 
Revenues

27%

City Sales & 
Use Taxes

46%
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Total Revenue vs. Total Expense 
July-December – Last 5 Years

$2,940,510

$3,135,490

$2,501,568

$1,700,000

$2,200,000

$2,700,000

$3,200,000

$3,700,000

$4,200,000

$4,700,000

DEC 2005 DEC 2006 DEC 2007 DEC 2008 DEC 2009

Total Revenues All Funds Total Expenses All Funds Operating Expenses (CIP Excluded)
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City of Litchfield Park

The American Recovery & The American Recovery & 
Reinvestment Act of 2009Reinvestment Act of 2009

(ARRA)(ARRA)
Resurfacing of Portions ofResurfacing of Portions of

Litchfield Road and Wigwam BoulevardLitchfield Road and Wigwam Boulevard

presented by

Woody C. Scoutten, City EngineerWoody C. Scoutten, City Engineer
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ARRAARRA

•• The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act 
of 2009 (ARRA) was signed into law by the of 2009 (ARRA) was signed into law by the 
President on February 19, 2009.President on February 19, 2009.

•• The intent of the Act, also known as the Stimulus The intent of the Act, also known as the Stimulus 
Bill, was to create new jobs and to spur Bill, was to create new jobs and to spur 
economic activity.economic activity.

•• With regard to transportation funding, the stated With regard to transportation funding, the stated 
aim was to try to expedite the implementation of aim was to try to expedite the implementation of 
““shovel readyshovel ready”” projects.projects.

•• ARRA provides $787 billion nationally: $288 ARRA provides $787 billion nationally: $288 
billion in tax cuts, $224 billion in education and billion in tax cuts, $224 billion in education and 
health benefits, and $275 billion in contracts and health benefits, and $275 billion in contracts and 
grants.grants.
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ARRA Breakdown of FundingARRA Breakdown of Funding

•• As of October 2009:As of October 2009:
•• Nationally, $157 billion in contracts and grants have Nationally, $157 billion in contracts and grants have 

been announced.been announced.
•• To date, Arizona has received $2.8 billion (1.7%).To date, Arizona has received $2.8 billion (1.7%).
•• Arizona Transportation has received $485 million.Arizona Transportation has received $485 million.

•• Of the Arizona Transportation Funds:Of the Arizona Transportation Funds:
•• The MAG region is expected to receive $234 million, The MAG region is expected to receive $234 million, 

$129.4 million for ADOT projects in the MAG region $129.4 million for ADOT projects in the MAG region 
and an additional $104.6 million suband an additional $104.6 million sub--allocated to allocated to 
member agencies.member agencies.

•• MAG allocated each member agency a percentage, MAG allocated each member agency a percentage, 
based on each agencybased on each agency’’s population, with a minimum s population, with a minimum 
of $500,00 per agency.of $500,00 per agency.

•• The City of Litchfield Park received an allocation of The City of Litchfield Park received an allocation of 
$613,985.$613,985.
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ARRA RequirementsARRA Requirements

•• Even though timing was critical, the ARRA did Even though timing was critical, the ARRA did 
not relieve the need to adhere to the not relieve the need to adhere to the 
requirements of the National Environmental requirements of the National Environmental 
Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA).Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA).

•• NEPA requires a stringent environmental review NEPA requires a stringent environmental review 
of all federally funded construction projects.of all federally funded construction projects.

•• Transportation projects generally require:Transportation projects generally require:
•• A detailed scoping document such as a Project A detailed scoping document such as a Project 

Assessment or a Design Concept Report.Assessment or a Design Concept Report.
•• Environmental, utility and right of way clearances.Environmental, utility and right of way clearances.
•• A series of plans with reviews at 30/60/95% and a A series of plans with reviews at 30/60/95% and a 

100% set of approved plans, specs and estimate.100% set of approved plans, specs and estimate.
•• An Intergovernmental Agreement between Litchfield An Intergovernmental Agreement between Litchfield 

Park and ADOT.Park and ADOT.
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Project Background and Status (1 of 3)Project Background and Status (1 of 3)

• The “shovel ready” requirement is satisfied if  
projects selected are able to be authorized (or 
“obligated”) by March 2, 2010, having completed 
all of the necessary steps.

• Roadway maintenance projects do not need full 
compliance with NEPA requirements.

• City of Litchfield Park Pavement Management 
Program contained several candidate projects, 
including:
• Mill and overlay with 1.5 inch thick asphaltic rubber on 

Litchfield Road, from Camelback Road north to 
Missouri Avenue (approx. 0.5 miles), and

• Resurfacing of Wigwam Boulevard from Old Litchfield 
Road to Florence Avenue (approx. 0.4 miles).
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Project Background and Status (2 of 3)Project Background and Status (2 of 3)

• ADOT Local Governments Section selected a 
Management Consultant (AMEC) to review the 
project development of ARRA projects.

• The two projects were included in the current FY 
2008-2012 MAG Transportation Improvement 
Program (TIP) in March, 2009.

• Current Status:
• Project has been designed by the City Engineer and 

reviewed by AMEC.
• Plans, specifications and estimate at 95%.
• All three clearances are in hand.
• Minor review comments have been addressed.
• IGA is being developed.
• Project is on target for authorization later this month.
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Project Background and Status (3 of 3)Project Background and Status (3 of 3)

•• ADOT is responsible for bidding, selecting the general ADOT is responsible for bidding, selecting the general 
contractor and administering the construction phase.contractor and administering the construction phase.

•• The construction phase is anticipated to occur during The construction phase is anticipated to occur during 
May and June, 2010.May and June, 2010.

•• Traffic Control Plans will be notified to residents prior Traffic Control Plans will be notified to residents prior 
to construction, in agreement with the selected to construction, in agreement with the selected 
general contractor.general contractor.

•• ReRe--striping and restriping and re--signing will follow new Manual of signing will follow new Manual of 
Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD) 2010 Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD) 2010 
guidelines.guidelines.

•• City Engineer staff will coordinate with residents.City Engineer staff will coordinate with residents.
•• Construction Cost is 100% Federally Funded.Construction Cost is 100% Federally Funded.
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PROJECT PARTICIPANTS:PROJECT PARTICIPANTS:
City of Litchfield Park:City of Litchfield Park:

Darryl H. Crossman, City Manager    Darryl H. Crossman, City Manager    
(623) 935(623) 935--50335033

Woody C. Scoutten, City EngineerWoody C. Scoutten, City Engineer
Julius Diogenes, Senior Project ManagerJulius Diogenes, Senior Project Manager
(623) 547(623) 547--46614661

ADOT:ADOT:
John Dickson, Local Governments EngineerJohn Dickson, Local Governments Engineer
(602) 712(602) 712--86838683

AMEC:AMEC:
Rod Penniman, Operations ManagerRod Penniman, Operations Manager
(602) 343(602) 343--24142414
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City of Litchfield Park

Council Remarks

• Paul Faith – Liberty Water Rate Case
• Marcie Ellis
• Peter Mahoney – Local Property Tax
• John Romack
• Tim Blake
• Paul Stucky
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City of Litchfield Park

Liberty Water Rate 
Case

presented by

Vice Mayor Paul Faith
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Liberty Water Rate Case
• Liberty Water has submitted a request for a rate increase 

for both water and sewer which would nearly double 
existing rates.

• Arizona Corporation Commission staff is reviewing and 
considering a 3 tier rate structure which is designed to 
promote water conservation, which is consistent with 
other recent ACC rate cases.

• A local Public Hearing on the Rate Case will be held on 
Monday, January 25, 2010, at 6:30 pm 
at the Wigwam Golf Resort and Spa in 
the Sachem Room.
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City of Litchfield Park

Council Remarks

• Paul Faith – Liberty Water Rate Case
• Marcie Ellis
• Peter Mahoney – Local Property Tax
• John Romack
• Tim Blake
• Paul Stucky
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City of Litchfield Park

“Break-Out”
 Sessions
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Thank You for Your 
Attendance and

Participation

City of Litchfield Park
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